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Criminology research methods
Experimental and quasi-experimental research 
Criminal justice and criminology have used various research methods to carry out quantitative analyses of crimes. Experimental and quasi-experimental research is one of the research methods that have been termed as effective for crime research. This is because of its nature to base its research on the cause and effect of the crime. Also, this research method involves comparison of groups, variation of independent various before assessment of change in the dependent variable and random assignments to the groups to ensure continuous assessment of the dependent variable (Maxfield & Babbie 2017). 
Longitudinal research and Cross-sectional research
[bookmark: _GoBack]These are two methods of research that a group has used for some point. Cross-sectional research studies a group at a certain point in time and thus offers a quick view of the group being studied and its characteristics. Cross-sectional research studies a sample group of the whole group, and therefore researchers can generalize findings. Longitudinal research, on the other hand, studies the same group over a period of time. Although good in research, the two are expensive research designs. 
To adopt an appropriate research design, what are conditions/situations that should be considered first?
Before adopting a specific research design in criminal justice, research should consider the goal of the research. This highlights the purpose of the research and what the research is supposed to meet. Goals direct the research and thus form the basis of the study.  
Also, the research should consider the research is quantitative of qualitative research. This will establish the type of data that will be used in the analysis of the study and the finding of the research (Maxfield & Babbie 2017). Some researches will involve quantity, and thus that will use quantitative data while others will be concerned with the quality and, therefore, will ensure quality data. 
Sample size and timing are other conditions that should be considered before adopting a specific research method. These two conditions enable the research to organize the required materials adequately. Also, it enables the researcher in planning of the events that should be contacted to ensure sufficient data collection and do thorough preparation for the research. 
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